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information qualifies as "prior art" as to any claimed subject matter. The filing of this 
Information Disclosure Statement is not to be construed to mean that a search has been made. 

The following marked paragraphs are applicable in this IDS: 

Timing of this IDS: 

□ A. This IDS is being filed per 37 CFR 1.97(b) 

□ (1): within 3 months of the U.S. filing date other than a CPA under 1.53(d); 

□ (2): within 3 months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 1 .49 1 
in an international application; 

D (3): before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits; OR 

□ (4): before the mailing date of a first Office Action associated with a request for 
continued examination (RCE) under 1.1 14; 

AND, thus, no certification or fee is required. 

13 B, This IDS is being filed per 37 CFR 1.97(c), AFTER the period specified in 37 
CFR 1.97(b) [section A of this IDS], and BEFORE: 

(a) the mailing date of any Final Action under 1.113, 

(b) a Notice of Allowance under 1.31 1, OR 

(c) an action that otherwise closes prosecution, 

AND, per 37 CFR 1.97(e), I hereby certify that: 

O (1) each item of information contained in this IDS was cited in a 

communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application 
not more than 3 months prior to the filing of this IDS ; OR 

□ (2) no item of information in this IDS was cited in a communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application or, to my knowledge 
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after making reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 37 
CFR 1 .56(c) more than 3 months prior to the filing of this IDS; 

OR, per 37 CFR 1.97(c), this IDS is accompanied by: 

^ (3) payment of the fee under 37 CFR 1 . 1 7(p) to ensure consideration of the 
disclosed information. 

□ C This IDS is being filed per 37 CFR 1.97(d), AFTER the period specified in 37 
CFR 1.97(c) [section B of this IDS], and ON or BEFORE the payment of the Issue Fee; 

AND, per 37 CFR 1.97(e), I hereby certify that: 

□ (1) each item of information contained in this IDS was cited in a 

communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application 
not more than 3 months prior to the filing of this IDS; OR 

O (2) no item of information in this IDS was cited in a communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application or, to my knowledge 
after making reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 37 
CFR 1.56(c) more than 3 months prior to the filing of this IDS; 

AND, per 37 CFR 1.97(d), this IDS is accompanied by: 

O (3) payment of the fee under 37 GFR h 1 7(p) to ensure consideration of the 
disclosed information. 

Legible Copies of Listed References: 

D. In addition to the attached listing, accompanying this IDS is a legible copy of 
each listed: . ,c n ilcnt ohicc w u , n. i 

(1) foreign patent document; 

(2) pending unpublished U.S. application OR that portion of the application that 
caused it to be listed including any claims directed to that portion; AND 

(3) non-patent document or that portion thereof that caused it to be listed; 
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(4) other information or that portion that caused it to be listed. 



□ E. Consistent with 37 CFR 1 .98(d), because the IDS submitted in parent U.S. Patent 

Application No. , to which this application claims priority per 35 U.S.C. 120, 

complies with 37 CFR 1.98(a) to (c), copies of the patent documents, non-patent 
documents, pending U.S. application, and other information submitted in that parent 
application do not accompany this IDS. 



The Office is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees or credit any overpayments 
under 37 C.F.R. 1 . 1 6 or 1 . 1 7 to Deposit Account No. 50-2504. The Examiner is invited to 
contact the undersigned at 434-972-9988 to discuss any matter regarding this application. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Date: 17 November 2006 
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